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^rocttto'ngs at φε JiTttttngs of tfie ̂ tcfiacolomcal Institute. 
JUNE 7 , 1 8 5 0 . 

S I B JOHN BOILEAU, Bart, V . P . , in the Chair. 
M E . DECK, of Cambridge, communicated an account of the discovery of 

some ancient remains of unusual interest on the line of Roman road, 
forming part of the Ickling Street, from Royston to Caistor, and in the 
parish of Little Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire.1 One of the numerous tumuli 
in that locality having recently been examined, a skeleton of great stature 
was found, with various relics, considered to be of the Anglo-Saxon age, 
consisting of weapons and an umbo of iron, with a remarkable cylindrical 
object, formed of wood hooped with ornamental work of brass, analogous to 
those found at Ash, in Kent, and in Wiltshire. (Douglas, Nenia, plate 12; 
Hoare's Ancient Wilts, vol. ii., pi. vi.) 

D B . MANTELL remarked, that the skull of the deceased warrior, which is 
in perfect preservation, appeared to be of singular interest as an example 
wholly dissimilar to any which he had discovered in the investigation of 
tumuli, or had seen in collections. Some lateral pressure must have been 
employed to produce so singular a conformation. He adverted to the value 
of Dr. Morton's observations on crania, as supplying evidence for the dis-
crimination of ancient races ; and expressed the hope that this unique 
specimen might be preserved in some public collection, with the accompany-
ing relics, and rendered accessible to the scientific inquirer. M E . HAWKINS 
then announced to the meeting, that the long-desired " British Room," 
exclusively appropriated to the formation of a Series of National Antiquities 
at the British Museum, had been provided, and that the cases and fittings 
of this new department were nearly completed. He would take this occa-
sion to invite the assistance of archaeologists in carrying this desirable 
object into effect, by the presentation of ancient remains, for which a 
suitable place of deposit had at length been set apart. The members of 
the Institute, and all English Archaeologists, must warmly appreciate the 
noble liberality of his Grace the Duke of Northumberland, who had 
generously presented, through the Central Committee of the Institute, one 
of the most curious collections of remains ever discovered in these islands, 
—the antiquities found on his Grace's estates at Stanwick. This donation 
would be honourably recorded as the first that had been made in special 
encouragement and furtherance of an object of such paramount interest 
to English antiquaries, as the assemblage of a suitable display of National 
Remains in the British Museum. 

M E . DECK forthwith made the gratifying announcement of his intention to 
deposit in the " British Room " the entire collection of ancient relics found 
at Little Wilbraham, and now submitted to the Society ; he hoped that 
they might form an important link in the chain of archaeological evidence 
about to be scientifically arranged in the new department, the want of 
which had so long been felt by antiquaries in this country. 

A memoir was then read, contributed by the R E V . WILLIAM GUNNER, local 
secretary at Winchester, relative to the recent discovery of a Great Seal of 

1 This Memoir will be given in a future Journal. 
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Edward III., liitherto unnoticed, and supposed to be the seal " Ε " of the list 
given by Professor Willis, in his dissertation on the " History of the Great 
Seals." (Archaeol. Journal, vol. ii., p. 37.) It was a seal used during 
that king's absence from the realm, and the Professor had sought in vain 
to discover any representation or impression of it. Two impressions were 
laid before the meeting by Mr. Gunner, which had been brought to light 
amongst the muniments of Winchester college, and were now exhibited by 
the kind permission of the Warden. The documents to which these inter-
esting seals were appended, are pardons granted to certain persons, for 
acquiring land in Meonstoke, Hants, without royal licence. They are 
attested by Prince Lionel, Guardian of the realm during the absence of 
Edward, and dated Oct., 21 Edw. III. (A.D. 1347). 

R . BOYD, Esq., M.D., of Wells, communicated, through F . H . Dickenson, 
Esq., the following notice of the tomb of Thomas de Beckington, Bishop of 
Wells, the faithful counsellor of Henry VI., and a great benefactor to the 
Cathedral church. It is singular that no remains of the vestments were 
discovered with the remains ; it is recorded that, at the consecration of the 
sepulchral chantry erected by that prelate during his lifetime, he wore 
the pontifical ornaments, in which he directed that his corpse should 
ultimately be interred.2 

" In the south aisle of the choir of Wells Cathedral is the tomb of 
Bishop Beckington, who died A.D. 1445. During the repairs, in March, 
1850, the tomb was opened ; it was about five feet in depth, and about 
ten feet square, partly arched with the conglomerate stone of the neighbour-
hood, and in very dry state. It contained one skeleton, much decayed, 
and a few handfuls of dark mould or dust ; the skeleton appeared never to 
have been disturbed from the position in which it had originally been 
placed. The remains of the bones were of a dark chocolate colour. The 
long bones of the extremities, a great part of the spine, the pelvis, skull, and 
lower jaw were nearly perfect; all the small bones of the hands and feet, the 
ribs, and cervical vertebrae had mouldered away. The skeleton was that of a 
tall man. The skull was well formed, with good frontal development, the 
occipital aspect was also full, the squamous portions of the temporal bones 
had mouldered away, leaving irregular openings in their situation on each 
side,—1| inch diam. The circumference of the skull, above the auditory 
opening, was 22J inches. The skull bore evidence of being that of an 
old person, since the alveolar processes in the lower jaw, and also the 
greater number of those in the upper jaw, were almost entirely absorbed." 

The REV. S. BLOI3 TURNER gave an account of some mural paintings 
recently discovered in the church of St. James, South Elmham, Suffolk, 
and he exhibited representations of the principal designs. They consisted 
of the customary figure of St. Christopher, with the infant Jesus on his 
shoulder, and his hermit-companion coming forth from his house to meet 
the saint. A cock is depicted perched in the window. The paintings were 
about 12 feet in length ; they were enclosed within an ornamental border, 
and were placed on each side of a window in the· North wall, opposite to 
the Porch. A third painting, on the left side of the east window, repre-
sented the Virgin seated, with the infant Saviour in her arms. Two small 
angels supported the ends of her very long tresses ; her features were 
expressive, but the rest of the design was rudely executed, and drawn 

VOL. VII. 

2 Godwin, de Pries, p. 382. 
R R 
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simply in red, the other colours having, possibly, been effaced by time. 
There were remains of other paintings on the north side of the chancel 
and over the chancel door, but so faded that the subjects could not be dis-
cerned. It is to be regretted that these curious vestiges of ancient art 
were destroyed almost as soon as they were found, scarcely affording even 
to antiquaries in the neighbourhood the occasion of examining them, or 
preserving any accurate representation of their design. Although in too 
imperfect a condition to be preserved, they would have well merited the notice 
of the archaeologist, had they been permitted to remain exposed to view for 
a short time. Traces of inscriptions were visible near the figures of St. 
Christopher and his companion ; one of them, nearly effaced, appeared to 
have been the favourite distich, painted on the wall opposite the South door 
at Bibury, Gloucestershire, and in other places. 

" Xp'ofori sancti speciem quicunque tuetur 
Illo nempe die nullo laTigore gravetur." 

M B . JOSEPH CLABKE reported a discovery of a similar nature, recently 
made during the restoration of Beddington Church, Surrey, now in progress 
under his direction. " I found some early fresco paintings over the Chancel 
arch, facing the nave; and thinking them of sufficient interest to be submitted 
to the Institute, I have made copies of them, as far as I was able. Vestiges 
of a much earlier church have been brought to light; I send a tracing of 
an Early English shaft and capital, which is remarkable as being octangular, 
a character generally of a period very much later.3 Remains of a former 
clerestory were also found, and above the level of the former rood-loft was 
a niche or arch in the North wall, for the purpose of lighting the rood; 
evidences of its use remain. This was necessarily destroyed in re-building 
the arches, which were much decayed. I regret that the mural paintings 
must also be destroyed, as the chancel-arch is about to be rebuilt; and I 
beg to offer the accompanying tracings of these designs to the Collection 
of the Institute, in order that a memorial may remain in the best custody to 
which it could be committed." The execution of these curious paintings is 
rude, but the designs possess considerable merit, and it has been supposed 
that they might have been taken from some Italian work of art. One 
subject exhibits the Flagellation ; some vestiges also of a representation of 
the Saviour bearing the cross remained. The figures are rather smaller 
than the size of life. Another group represents the Crucifixion, with the 
two Marys ; the expression of death in the countenance of our Lord is 
remarkable ; the head is " bowed " in the last agony, but a diminu-
tive soldier at the foot of the cross is still occupied in driving one of the 
nails. 

The R E V . FRANCIS DYSON presented to the Institute a coloured facsimile 
drawing of a portion of the painted glass in the East window at Great 
Malvern Abbey church. It represents the Last Supper. St. John 
appears reclining against the bosom of our Saviour. Angels above hold 
scrolls, with the motto often repeated in the windows of this church— 
"Letabor in misericordia." 

M B . OCTAVIUS MOEGAN. communicated a notice of two small vessels with 
covers, of peculiar fashion, having on one side a small handle, adapted for 
some unknown purpose. The lower portion is of too globular a form to be 

3 The drawing of this fragment was examined by Mr. Petit and Mr. Parker. Its date 
was considered to be circa 1180. 
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well suited for a drinking-cup. One of them is of silver richly gilt, without 
any mark of fabrication ; the date may be about 1500; on the plain cylin-
drical projection which surmounts the globular cover are engraved the arms 
of the Rodney family (three eagles displayed), in whose possession it has 
long been preserved. The dimensions are,—height of cup and cover, 
6i inches ; diameter of the largest part, 4J inches. This singular little 
vessel is now the property of Lady Rodney. The second, recently pur-
chased by Mr. Morgan, is of smaller dimensions, and formed of some 
foreign wood, mounted with silver gilt: it stands on three silver pome-
granates ; it closely resembles the other in form and in the fashion of the 
little handle, recurved upwards, as shown in the annexed representation. 
Height, cover included, 3| inches. On removing the globular cover, a 
strongly aromatic odour is perceived, which has led to the supposition that 
these singular vessels may have been intended to contain perfumes. The 
elegant crested ornament at the top seems to correspond with the flat 
cylindrical termination of the vessel first described, and there can be no 
doubt that both were adapted for the same purpose. It deserves notice 
that pieces of plate, precisely similar in form, appear repeatedly in the 
curious woodcuts in the edition of Virgil, printed " in sedibus Crespini," at 
Lyons, 1529. Such a covered vessel, with one ear, is presented by Dido 
to ./Eneas, at the banquet, (iEn.. lib. ii., p. 76) ; it is the prize won by 
Acestes at the shooting at the popinjay (lib. v., p. 258), described as "cratera 
impressum signis," once the precious gift of a Thracian king. See also the 
woodcuts at pp. 316, 425. It appears, likewise, as one of the "pocula," 
in the illustration of the third Eclogue. The Romans used the drinking 
vessels with one handle, called capis or capula, in potations around the 
cillibantum; it is possible that these peculiar cups with a single ear may 
have been appropriate to some practice of pledging, of taking the assay, or 
other convivial usage, in medieval times. Mr. Morgan exhibited also a 
deep dish of latten with ornaments hammered up, the central subject being 
Adam and Eve. It is remarkable as bearing upon a scroll a date in 
Arabic numerals, 1487. 

The R E V . CHARLES SYDENHAM communicated the following remarks on 
Hill-country Churches, in the North of Devon.—" There are, perhaps, few 
parts of England the Ecclesiastical architecture of which is so little known, 
as the portions of Somersetshire and Devon, bordering on the once royal 
forest of Exmoor. Thinly populated, and difficult of access to any but the 
determined pedestrian, this picturesque district has been rarely, if ever, 
visited by the antiquarian or the ecelesiologist; and yet there is much in 
the structure of the churches themselves, independently of their wild and 
romantic situations, to interest all who love to dwell on the taste and feeling 
of a by-gone age. Although much has been done, in all other parts of 
this country, to illustrate the remains of Ecclesiastical Architecture, the 
churches bordering on Exmoor appear as yet to have received little or no 
notice. 

" The character of most of the churches is Decorated; but many exceptions 
to this style occur, in detail; some of these may carry us back to an age 
even prior to the Conquest. A remarkable similarity is to be observed in 
the material of which these churches are built; a rough kind of granite, 
found in abundance all over the forest of Exmoor, which, when not obscured 
by the plaster of modern days, harmonises exceedingly well with the sur-
rounding scenery. 
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" The subject of the present notice is the church of Hawkridge, Somerset. 
It stands on the extreme edge of Exmoor forest, five miles north-west from 
Dulverton, on a high ridge of land, on one side of which flows the river 
Barle, on the other the Duns, or Dines, Brook. Its character is Decorated. 
It consists only of a nave and chancel, with a tower at the west end. The 
general dimensions are as follows :—Length of chancel, 17J feet ; breadth, 
14 feet; length of nave, 35 feet; breadth, 17i feet; tower, 7 feet by 7. 
The chancel is lighted by one eastern window of three lights, a small but 
perfect specimen of the Early Decorated style ; the window arch is equila-
teral. The altar table and rails are poor. The outline of a piscina may be 
traced through the plaster on the south side, and an aumbrye on the north. 
From the east wall, north of the altar table, project two oak brackets carved 
with foliage. On the north wall, jutting out about a foot into the chancel, 
stands an altar tomb, or what bears resemblance to a tomb ; but the recess 
in which it is placed being filled up with modern masonry, it is difficult to 
ascertain what it really is. There is no chancel screen, the absence of 
which is an unusual feature in the churches of this neighbourhood. There 
are no windows on the north side of the nave, but three on the south, and 
all with square heads of wood moulded ; these have evidently been inserted 
at a much later date than that at the east end. The pews are all of recent 
date. The font stands at the extreme west end of the nave, against the 
north wall; its character is Early Norman, circular, but contracted towards 
the bottom, without ornament of any kind ; it appears to have been cut 
from a solid block of dark river-stone, and is lined with lead ; height, 3 feet, 
diameter, 2 feet. The original base has been destroyed, and a few bricks raise 
it from the ground. The form of the tower is square, of three stages ; the 
parapet is simply battlemented ; from the north-east angle of the parapet 
rises a square pinnacle ; the buttresses are Early Decorated ; the floor of 
the tower is of large square slabs of slate ; there are three bells : the 
greater part of the tower has been rebuilt in the present century, all that 
remains of the old structure is a Norman doorway on the north side. There 
is an entrance into the church through the tower, the masonry of which, as 
well as that of the west window, have no reference to any particular 
style. The south porch is much of the same character, with the 
exception of the inner doorway, which is clearly of the same date as the 
font and doorway in the tower, before mentioned. The mouldings, three 
in number, are quite plain ; but on the dripstone, which is continued to a 
level with the spring of the arch, occurs the billet ornament. Remains of 
much ornamental work may be traced on the imposts. This doorway 
appears to have been at one time external, since the porch is clearly of 
modern build, and the surface of the interior wall is cut into in three places 
as if to admit the hinges of a massive door. 

" It is difficult to account for the existence of these vestiges of Norman 
architecture in a church, the general features of which are of much later 
date, except on the supposition that they are the remains of the original 
Norman edifice, standing on the same site, and which being in good preser-
vation, were adapted into the later structure. It is clear that Hawkridge was 
a place of some note in Norman times, and would therefore, in all probability, 
have a parish church ; a spot called Mounceaux Castle, about half-a-mile 
from Hawkridge, is mentioned in Domesday Book as a place of great 
strength, and is recorded to have been held at the time of the Conquest, by 
Alured de Ispania. It afterwards gave name to the family of De Mounceaux, 
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lords of the Manor of Quorum Mounceaux, near the village of Winsford. 
There is also an old encampment to the west of the church, called Hawk-
ridge Castle. The living of Hawkridge is Rectorial, in the Deanery of 
Dunster. In 1292, this living, with that of Withypool, the adjoining 
parish, was valued at 12 marks." 

The R E V . J . PELHAM D A L E , at the Chairman's request, gave a short 
account of the valuable collections for a " Monasticon " of North Britain, 
formed by the late General Ilutton. From these he had selected some 
objects of interest, by the kind permission of the Rev. Henry Hutton, the 
present possessor, consisting of documents, with seals appended, impressions 
from Scottish seals, of which a very extensive collection had been formed 
by the General, and specimens of the very interesting drawings, plans, <fcc., 
chiefly by his own hand, forming a series of valuable materials for the 
illustration of monastic antiquities in North Britain. Mr. Dale related the 
singular manner in which this important collection, which, for many years 
after the decease of General Hutton in 1827, remained almost forgotten, 
had been brought to light in consequence of a fire at the Residentiary 
House, St. Paul's. Allusion is made to the formation of this collection in 
the brief Memoir of the General, given in the Gentleman's Magazine, 
Dec., 1827, p. 561. It comprises, with numerous original deeds, twenty-
six volumes of transcripts of Chartularies and evidences relating to Scottish 
monasteries ; a voluminous assemblage of correspondence on the same 
subject; and four portfolios of drawings, in great part representing remains 
which have subsequently perished. The series of casts from monastic and 
personal seals, almost wholly Scottish, is highly curious. There are also 
two volumes of drawings of seals ; the entire collections having been the 
result of indefatigable research, prosecuted under very advantageous cir-
cumstances during a long succession of years. Mr. Dale announced that 
it is the generous intention of the present possessor, the son of the General, 
to deposit them in some public institution, where they may be best available 
as sources of valuable information, and where the General's services to 
history and archaeology may be honourably appreciated. 

StR JOHN BOILEATJ, in proposing a vote of cordial thanks to Mr. Hutton, 
for permitting this interesting collection to be brought before the Institute, 
as also to Mr. Dale for the gratification which he had kindly procured for 
the Society, observed that they must regard with lively satisfaction the 
generous purpose of the possessor to divest himself of those precious heir-
looms, for a purpose of such essential public advantage. He hoped that 
Mr. Hutton's example might stimulate other persons, amongst whose family 
stores any similar documents might be discovered, to bring them under the 
notice of Societies, such as the Institute, devoted to the pursuit of historical 
and antiquarian research. 

M R . PATRICK CHALMERS stated, that having been permitted to examine 
the Hutton Collections, he could fully bear testimony to their value and 
importance. The singular devotion of General Hutton to the subject of his 
research was not unknown to Scottish antiquaries ; an extensive collection 
of his correspondence, filling many volumes, exists in the Advocates' library. 
It was to be regretted that the present discovery had not occurred at an 
earlier period; the greater part of the Monastic Chartularies had recently 
been printed by various literary Scottish clubs ; but the large assemblage 
of original deeds, as well as the general collections, and especially the plans 
and drawings which he had inspected, formed a mass of material of most 
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essential value. Amongst tlie casts of seals, likewise—although that 
subject of research had recently been almost exhausted by the successful 
labours of Mr. Laing—he had noticed several highly valuable examples.4 

'Siittciuittcs anil OTarfoS af a r t eEfljtSttof. 

By the CAMBRIDGE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY.—Drawings representing two 
singular bronze relics, recently added to their Museum. One of these is a 
small cutting instrument, found at Wicken, Cambridgeshire, in the fen-
land. It appears to bear some resemblance to the bronze falx, found in 
Ireland, of which a specimen has been represented in the Journal (vol. ii., 
p. 186) ; the sharp edge is in this instance on the outside curve only. The 
length of the blade, independently of the socket, is about 4 in.6 This type 
does not appear to have been noticed, as found in England. The other 
object is a bronze head of a mace, strongly spiked, of the same class of 
remains as that found in Wiltshire (Archaeol. Journal, vol. vi., p. 411); but 
in this specimen the socket is of greater length, and the spikes are pyra-
midal, and more massive. Length, 2 \ in., diameter of spiked head in.6 

The Cambridge Society had already acquired a curious dentated bronze 
ring, which may be compared with these mace-heads ; it has been repre-
sented in the Journal (vol. vi., p. 181). 

Bronze Implement in the Museum of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society. 

By M R . JABEZ ALLIES, F.S.A.—Some portions of Anglo-Roman tile, 
found with coins of Severus and Gallienus, and other remains, at Sidbury 
Place, near Worcester, in 1834, when a square chamber was brought to 
light, supposed to have been a hypocaust. Of the vestiges of Roman occu-
pation at Worcester, Mr. Allies will give a detailed account in the forth-
coming enlarged edition of his " Antiquities and Folk-lore of Worcester-
shire."7 The fragments exhibited presented some unusual peculiarities of 
fabrication, some of these tiles having been deeply grooved, in a manner 

4 Mr. Laing has recently completed a very 
interesting " Descriptive Catalogue of Ancient 
Scottish Seals," with numerous illustrations. 
A limited number are printed for sale, and 
copies of this beautiful volume may be 
obtained by application to the author, 25, 
Clyde Street, Edinburgh. 

5 Mr. O'Doriovan speaks of the small 
bronze falx as of frequent occurrence in 
Ireland. He gives a figure of a double-edged 

example, length 6 in.—Dublin Penny Jour-
nal, vol. i. p. 108. 

6 See another bronze specimen, found in 
Ireland, Dublin Penny Journal, vol. ii. p. 
20 ; and one found, at Rennes. Toulmouche, 
Histoire Archeologique de Tepoque Gallo-
Romaine de Rennes. PI. 3. 

7 Subscribers are requested to send their 
names to the author, 31, Halliford Street, 
Islington, or Mr. Grainger, Worcester. 
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differing from the scoring of common occurrence, serving to retain the mortar 
firmly : another tile, apparently for roofing, was formed with a knob at top, 
as a means of attachment. Lyon, in the History of Dover Castle, speaks 
of wall-tiles in the Roman pharos, formed with hemispherical knobs at the 
angles, but this contrivance is unusual. Mr. Allies produced also impres-
sions from a small British coin found at the same time, the Rev. exhibiting 
the horse galloping towards the left. 

Sir E V E R A R D HOME, Bart., communicated, through Mr. Birch, impressions 
from the inscriptions on three bells in the church of Long Sutton, near 
Odiham, Hants. They are deserving of notice as unusual examples of the 
early use of English legends upon bells. The characters were considered by 
Mr. Westwood to be of the fourteenth, or even of the close of the thirteenth, 
century : they are capitals, of the forms usually found upon sepulchral monu-
ments of that period. The inscriptions are as follows : — I BELEUE 
IN GOD THE FATHAR—* OUR FATHAR WICH ART IN HEUEN, 
and >ϊ< HAL MARI FVL OF GRAS. Under each initial cross are the 
letters W R, probably indicating the name of the bell-founder. Several of 
the letters are inverted, the stamps having accidentally been turned in a 
wrong direction in imprinting the character on the inner surface of the 
mould, preparatory to casting.3 

M R . ROBSON, Local Secretary at Warrington, communicated a notice of 
an example of the early use of Arabic numerals, apparently the date 1427, 
carved in relief on a piece of wood inserted in the lintel of a door at the 
Talbot Inn, Sankey Street, Warrington. The lower stroke of the Arabic 
4 seem to have been cut away, possibly with the intention of making this 
date appear of a remote antiquity, so that it seems to be 1027. 

By MR. J. NIGHTINGALE.—Several specimens of the elegant decorative 
tiles, anciently fabricated in Spain, and termed azuleios, from the pre-
valent blue colour in the designs with which they are enriched. Also, an 
interesting ornament of terra-cotta, from Tangiers. 

By Mr. HENRY FARRER.—A remarkable painting by Lucas Cranach, of 
unusual value as an example of the early productions of the German 
school, and on account of the historical interest of the subject. It 
represents a grand battue or entertainment given by John Frederick, 
Elector of Saxony, the friend of Luther, to the Emperor Charles V., after 
the Diet at Spires, A.D. 1544, at which the Emperor was present with the 
seven electors, and formed the convention by which they were bound to 
assist him in his second expedition against Francis I. The Elector of 
Saxony invited them to his summer palace, on the banks of the Elbe, after 
the Diet; and this Imperial visit has supplied the subject of this striking 
work of early German Art. Nearly in front are pourtrayed the Elector, 
armed with his cross-bow, the Emperor, his brother Ferdinand, King of the 
Romans, and other German magnates, occupied in the chase of a large 
herd of deer, which, hemmed in by retainers, are driven into a piece of 
water, and shot at in their endeavour to escape by the hunters, who are 
seen in a thick forest. Amongst the trees are seen the Electress of 

8 It is obvious that the bell-founder kept 
at hand a set, or alphabet, of letter-stamps, 
and that each character was impressed sepa-
rately upon the mould. As these stamps, 
unless formed of wood, were little liable 
to injury in the process, it is probable that 

they were handed down with the stock in 
trade, and might serve several generations of 
campanarii. This consideration is not 
undeserving of notice, if it be sought to assign 
dates to church bells by the evidence of 
legends in old characters upon them. 
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Saxony, and the ladies of her suite, who also aim their holts at the deer. 
In a boat appear the two Cranachs, and on its side is the dragon, the 
device of the painter, with the date 1545. The propriety with which the 
artist has here introduced his own portrait appears from the recital of a 
contemporary chronicler, who states that when the Elector set forth to 
meet the Emperor, his only companion in the carriage was Lucas Cranach, 
whom he was wont to call "his faithful friend." This highly curious 
painting abounds in details admirably illustrative of the manners of the 
times, the costume and equipment for the chace: the rich dresses, ornaments, 
and all the accessories are finished with the most delicate pencil. It was 
purchased from the collection of the Comte de Survilliers (Joseph Buonaparte) 
and brought to this country from his mansion in America. The companion 
picture exists in the Royal Gallery at Madrid; this also was formerly in the 
same collection, and still bears the number of the catalogue, painted on one 
corner of the canvas. 

Mr. Farrer contributed also a curious collection of signet-rings, chiefly 
from Spain, and a series of choice illuminations, forty in number, from the 
Crevenna Collection. 

By M B . ROBEBT SEDGWICK, of Skipton.—Four engraved brass plates, 
portions of memorials of the Clifford family, discovered about twenty-five 
years since, in pulling down the walls of an old house at Thorlby, near 
Skipton, Yorkshire. They are now in the possession of Mr. Tufton, at 
Skipton Castle. Mr. Sedgwick stated that at the foot of the tomb of 
Henry, Earl of Cumberland, in Skipton Church, bearing the inscription 
given by Dr. Whitaker (Hist, of Craven, p. 315, ed. 1806), a slab was 
placed by the Lady Anne Pembroke, to the memory of Henry, second Earl of 
Cumberland, very similar to that at the foot of the tomb of her father 
George, third Earl of Cumberland. This slab fell down in 1844, and 
another stone was disclosed to view, to which certain brass plates had been 
originally affixed ; the indents or matrices being still apparent, but the 
plates had been removed. Portions of the plates were amongst the frag-
ments found at Thorlby ; they consist of a representation of the Trinity, 
which had been inserted at the top of the slab, and part of the first 
figure in the group of sons, which was placed beneath. It is a figure in 
armour, kneeling; on his tabard are the arms of Clifford, chequy, or and 
az., a fess gu. charged with an annulet. Under the figure of the Trinity 
there had been two scrolls, each over a group, that on one side appeared 
by the indents to have consisted of three male figures, whilst the other 
pourtrayed four females. It is, however, difficult to ascertain the number 
with precision. 

Beneath these groups of kneeling figures there had been affixed a 
plate, doubtless bearing an inscription, and at each corner of the slab a 
circular ornament had been affixed ; these may have been heraldic, but 
more probably were the Evangelistic symbols. It has been conjectured 
that this concealed slab, the existence of which appears to have been 
unknown to Dugdale and Dr. Whitaker,9 may have been the original 
memorial of Henry, second Earl, who died in 1569, and of his second wife, 
Anne, daughter of Lord Dacres, bearing their portraitures, with those of 
their two sons, George and Francis, successively Earls of Cumberland; 
and three daughters, Frances, wife of Lord Wharton, and two who died in 

9 See Dugdale's Bar. vol. i. p. 345 ; Whitaker's Hist, of Craven, p. 314, edit. 1805. 
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Secrette, or privy armour for tlie head. 
In the Collection of J. Bernhard Smith, Esq. 

(Archaeol. Journal, Vol. vii., p. 299.) 

Covered Cup, of -wood, silver-mounted. Height, 3 inches. 
In the possession of Octavius Morgan, Esq., M.P. 

(Archaeol. Journal, Vol. \ii., p. 299.) 
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childhood. The other two plates found at Thorlby are armorial escutcheons. 
Over each is placed an Earl's coronet; one of them exhibits the coat of 
Clifford, with seven quarterings ; the other that of Russell, with the like 
number, being the bearings of Margaret, daughter of the second Earl of 
Bedford, and wife of George, third Earl of Cumberland. 

By M R . J . BERNHARD S M I T H . — A spanner of steel for turning a wheel-
lock, combined with a touch-box to contain the fine priming powder, and a 
turn-screw. In the Goodrich Court Armory there is a similar object, but 
of rather different fashion, elegantly engraved and gilt, of the time of 
Elizabeth.1 

MR. WAY contributed a few notes in reference to the curious skeleton 
cap of fence, exhibited by Mr. J. Bernhard Smith at the previous meeting 
(see p. 197). This ingenious head-piece, as is shown by the accompanying 
representation, consists of four ribs of steel, hinged together on the crown 
of the head, with smaller intervening bars, every part being so nicely 
adjusted by means of pivots and hinges, as to be readily folded up in small 
compass, and, when required, speedily expanded and placed within the cap, 
forming a most effectual protection to the skull. A single simple fastening, 
of the kind termed by the French a baionnette, keeps the entire frame 
firmly in place. This invention appears to be of French construction. 
There was one in the possession of Μ. E. Berat, of Rouen, which he had 
obtained from the chateau of Roncherolles, with a small sleeveless shirt of 
chain-mail. Another such skeleton head-piece, slightly differing in the 
fastenings, was in the collection of the late M. Langlois, of Rouen. We 
are not aware that any specimen exists in armories in England. The 
curious " spider helmet " in the Tower Armory, attributed to the time of 
Henry IV. of France, seems in some degree of the same class of defences; 
and on the disuse of plate-armour, various concealed defences were, for a 
time, continued, such as the skull or small cap of plate in the Meyrick 
Collection, intended to be sewn into the crown of the carabineer's broad-
brimmed hat.2 The example, which was exhibited by Mr. Bernhard 
Smith, seems suited rather as a precaution against a sudden fray or 
assault in travelling, or nightly adventure, than a defence properly of a 
warlike nature: such protection was termed by the French, secrette or 
segrette; it was occasionally of mail, as appears by Palsgrave's " Eclaircisse-
ment de la langue Francoyse," 1530, where it is found—" Cappe of fence, 
segrette de rnaille." Cotgrave renders secrete, " a thin steel cap, a close 
iron scull worn under a hat, a cap of fence ; " and Florio gives a similar 
explanation of the Italian term secreta. The privy coat of fence, with 
mail or plate quilted into it, was also termed a " secret." Jamieson cites 
some curious passages in Scottish writers, illustrative of the use of these 
concealed kinds of armour, which probably originated in Italy. 

By Mr. R. CATON.—Part of a set of circular fruit-trenchers, eight in 
number, with the original wooden box in which they were kept, upon which, 
although the ornaments on the lid are effaced, the initials C. R. may still 
be discerned, proving the use of these quaint objects as late as the reign of 
Charles I. They are similar in design, and in the colouring of the ornaments, 
foliage, flowers, to those noticed in a former volume of the Journal (see 
vol. iii., p. 336). The inscriptions are wholly texts of Scripture, each 

1 Skelton's "Illustrations of the Goodrich Court Armory," vol. ii., pi. 125. 
2 Skelton's Illustrations, vol. i., pi. 43. 

VOL. VII. S S 
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trencher presenting various admonitions to exercise certain moral and 
Christian duties, such as—benevolence to the needy; truthfulness; chastity ; 
patience under persecution, &c. The following, against the prevalent vice 
of profane language, may serve as a specimen. In the centre,—" Let not 
thy mouth be accustomed with swearynge, for in yt are many falles.— 
Ecclesiast. 23." " Sweare not at all. Let your comunycacyon be yee, 
yee, nay, nay, For what so eu' ys more the that cometh of euell.—Mat. 5 ." 
And on a wavy scroll or riband, " A man that vseth much swearynge, 
shall be fylled wyth wyckednes, and the plague shall neuer go from (his) 
house.—Eccl. 23." Mr. Caton exhibited also a curious little volume, com-
prising a set of small county maps, numbered so as to serve as a pack of 
cards. The title, on which are the royal arms, and a map of England and 
Wales, bears the following explanation :—" The 52 Counties of England 
and Wales, Geographically described in a pack of Cards, whereunto is added 
ye Length, Breadth, and Circuit of each County, the Latitude, Scituation, 
and distance from London of ye principal Cities, Towns, and Rivers, with 
other Remarks as plaine and ready for the playing all our English Games, 
as any of ye Common Cards." There is no date, but it is indicated by the 
court cards, which bear medallion portraits of Charles II. and Catharine of 
Braganza. These Geographical cards are described in Mr. Chatto's " Facts 
and Speculations on the Origin and History of Playing Cards." (p. 150.) 

By MR. BLAAUW.—The silver clock-watch which belonged to Charles I., 
by whom it was presented to Mr. (afterwards Sir Thomas) Herbert, on the 
way to Whitehall, January 30, 1649, just before his execution. This 
interesting relic is now in the possession of W. Townley Mitford, Esq., by 
whose kind permission it was exhibited at the meeting. It was constructed 
by Edward East, of London. The workmanship of the case is very elegant, 
and is accurately shown in the illustrations accompanying a notice of this 
watch in the recently published " Sussex Archaeological Collections," 
vol. iii., p, 103. (See Notices of Publications, p. 321.) 

By MR. HAWKINS.—A gold medal and chain, presented to Vice-Admiral 
Penn, in pursuance of a resolution of the Parliament on August 8th, 1653, 
as a mark of favour, and " a token of acceptance " of the eminent services 
performed by him against the Dutch. The value of the chain was fixed at 
100Z. ; its weight is 404 oz. Honorary medals and chains were presented 
at the same time to General Blake, General Monk, and Rear-Admiral 
Lawson ; and medals of minor value to the oflicers of the fleet. The medal 
was executed by Thomas Simon, and it is a specimen of his skill, perhaps 
unrivalled. A detailed account of these decorations is given in the 
" Numismatic Chronicle," vol. xiii., p. 95. The medal exhibited had been 
preserved by the descendants of Vice-Admiral Penn, in the case in which it 
was originally presented ; and was brought before the Institute by the kind 
permission of Mr. Granville Penn. 

By the REV. R . LANE F R E E R — A n ivory pax, carved in the style of the 
fourteenth century ; and a curious specimen of Oriental enamelled work, a 
covered cup, stated to have been part of the spoils of Tippoo Saib. 

By MR. PATRICK CHALMERS.—Two curious relics from the East Indies, 
a horoscope (Tauweeaz), of a lady of high rank at Hyderabad, at whose 
decease it was presented to Sir Charles Hopkinson, who commanded the 
artillery at that place : and an object of elaborate workmanship, a golden 
polyhedron, with sixteen sides, each side bearing an Arabic numeral in 
relief. It was not stated whether it might have been destined for some 
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process of Divination, or used like the die in a game of chance. It was 
formerly in the treasury of Tippoo Saib. The Indian horoscopes are always 
formed of silver ; they are calculated immediately after birth, and forthwith 
put on, being never removed from the person until after death. 

Annual Meeting, 1850. 

HELD AT OXFORD, JUNE 1 8 T H t o 2 5 T H . 

THE ancient city of Oxford having been selected as the scene of the 
Annual Assembly of the Institute, with the patronage of the Rev. the Vice-
Chancellor, it appeared desirable that the proceedings should commence 
immediately after the festivities of the Commemoration. The inaugural 
meeting took place in the Sheldonian Theatre, on Tuesday, June 18. 
Shortly after twelve, the MARQUIS of NORTHAMPTON, President Elect, 
entered the theatre, accompanied by the Vice-Chancellor and other dis-
tinguished members of the Society. The Provost of Oriel then announced 
to the assembly that he had that morning received from the President, the 
Right Hon. Sidney Herbert, who had promised to become his guest during 
the meeting, the intimation that it had proved impracticable for him to 
quit home on the present occasion ; with, the assurance of his regret to be 
unable, through causes of domestic anxiety, to keep his engagement, and 
formally resign the Presidential chair to his Noble successor. 

The VICE-CHANCELLOR, Patron of the meeting, then rose and observed, 
that the duty appeared to devolve upon himself to present to them their new 
President. In inviting the Noble Marquis to take the Chair, he felt no 
ordinary gratification, having witnessed the proceedings of the Society 
under his auspices, at the meeting in Winchester, and being assured that 
many present would share with himself the grateful remembrance of the 
ability and kind consideration with which the Marquis of Northampton had 
conducted the interesting proceedings on that occasion. He adverted to 
the distinguished part which he had so ably sustained as President of 
another and very influential Society. He would take this occasion to offer 
to the Institute the assurance of most cordial welcome in the University, 
and of his high sense of the importance of such societies and such meetings, 
as that he now addressed, in encouraging an increased esteem for the 
memorials and monuments of the past, and cherishing the desire for their 
preservation. 

The MARQUIS of NORTHAMPTON took the Chair : he expressed his thanks 
for the kindness and warm reception with which he had been repeatedly 
welcomed on such occasions, twice also previously in Oxford. He must 
hail such welcome with especial gratification, as shown by the members 
of that ancient University towards the son of another Alma Mater ; 
and as a striking assurance of that kindred friendliness and unanimity 
of purpose between the two Universities, so essential to the welfare of 
both. It would be an idle intrusion to advance any argument in favour 
of the claims of antiquarian studies, in a University which had been for 
centuries devoted to kindred pursuits. He rejoiced to feel assured that 
the Institute had become so established in the good opinion of the 
antiquaries of their country, that it were needless to speak in com-
mendation of their purpose, or of the results which had attended their 
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